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seemed to bring "Blighty" nearer to them, and they were so anxious to get there, poor lads !
The Y.M.C.A. also established many centres in The Hague, and called for volunteer assistance. We opened one Club in the basement of the British Legation where scores of N.C.O. prisoners of war came to spend their leisure. Being very large, like everything else about the house, the transformed basement was able to accommodate one hundred and fifty men at a time. They had their kitchen, tearoom, reading-room and billiard-room.
Upstairs we opened a Club for Officers, devoting two of the large State rooms to this purpose. The need for this Club arose from the fact that the expenses of hotel life in The Hague were prohibitive, and as many of the fiancees and friends of the officers came to The Hague, it was urgent to find some quiet place where they could meet, have tea and read the home papers. It gave us a much-valued opportunity also of becoming acquainted with them all. Several of the officers were eventually married from the Legation. Their fiancees (camouflaged in most cases as "V.A.D.'s for the British Hospital," for they were only allowed to enter Holland in some sort of official capacity) stayed with us before the great event, and Walter gave them away at the wedding ceremony which took place in the English church. It was a great pleasure to be able to give them as English a wedding as could be contrived under war conditions. I have got a valued book of photographs of all these marriage groups, taken at the Legation after the wedding breakfasts, and before the bridal pairs started on their honeymoon.
In October, 1918, thanks to Walter's official position264                  ' INDISCRETIONS'

seemed to bring "Blighty" nearer to them, and
they were so anxious to get there, poor lads !

The Y.M.C.A. also established many centres in
The Hague, and called for volunteer assistance.
We opened one Club in the basement of the British
Legation where scores of N.C.O. prisoners of war came
to spend their leisure. Being very large, like every-
thing else about the house, the transformed base-
ment was able to accommodate one hundred and
fifty men at a time. They had their kitchen, tea-
room, reading-room and billiard-room.

Upstairs we opened a Club for Officers, devoting
two of the large State rooms to this purpose. The
need for this Club arose from the fact that the expenses
of hotel life in The Hague were prohibitive, and
as many of the fiancees and friends of the officers
came to The Hague, it was urgent to find some quiet
place where they could meet, have tea and read
the home papers. It gave us a much-valued oppor-
tunity also of becoming acquainted with them all.
Several of the officers were eventually married from
the Legation. Their fiancees (camouflaged in most
cases as "V.A.D.'s for the British Hospital," for
they were only allowed to enter Holland in some
sort of official capacity) stayed with us before the
great event, and Walter gave them away at the
wedding ceremony which took place in the English
church. It was a great pleasure to be able to give
them as English a wedding as could be contrived
under war conditions. I have got a valued book
of photographs of all these marriage groups, taken
at the Legation after the wedding breakfasts, and
before the bridal pairs started on their honeymoon.

In October, 1918, thanks to Walter's official positionthe Dutch when, after the disas- started again. Never shall I forget thatde gloves to the elbow.removal, the others being lashed on aH
